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Tier I 

The purpose of Tier 1 is to provide instruction within the core curriculum and to identify students who are not making satisfactory progress and 

need additional academic support. Tier I instruction consists of daily reading instruction that is scientifically research-based and focuses on the 

“Big Ideas” found in research and outlined by the National Reading Panel: phonemic awareness, alphabetic principle, fluency, comprehension, 

and vocabulary. Appropriate scientific, research-based instructional materials at all levels of intensity provide a systematic scope and sequence 

that includes clear guidelines about which skills are taught and the order in which content are introduced. 

Tier I is the least intensive level of the RTI prevention framework and includes the core curriculum and the instructional practices used for all 

students. The core curriculum needs to be scientifically research-based and incorporate the use of culturally and linguistically responsive 

instructional practices and differentiated learning activities to ensure that individual students’ needs have been addressed. 

ASSESSMENT 

The screening process should be an efficient, effective, systematic method of acquiring and maintaining data on the performance of all students. 

The screening procedure should include: 

  Selection of a screening tool with a progress monitoring tool feature that is reliable and valid. 

  Sensitivity to cultural and linguistic differences; 

  Analysis of student data by instructional staff 

  Communication of screening results to parents; 

 Comparing screening results to established benchmarks; 

  An analysis of effectiveness of core curriculum; 

  Identification of students for Tier II and Tier III interventions based on goals. 

INSTRUCTIONAL FOCUS 

Based on the screening information, the highly qualified general education teacher implements scientific, research-based instructional strategies 

within the core curriculum and continues to track progress of all students. If a student fails to make satisfactory progress during any 
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benchmarking period, the concern is communicated to the school-based Problem Solving Team. Communication to the team should be based 

upon a review of student performance data. 

 

WHAT IS TIER 1? 
     The goal of RtI Behavior at the Tier 1 level is the 
prevention of problem behavior and promotion of 
positive behavior by establishing processes that 
should facilitate success for 80% of the student 
body. An effective Tier 1 system should reduce the 
number of students who need more expensive and 
time consuming resources at Tiers 2 and 3. So, if 
more than 80% of students respond to Tier 1 
supports, the school has maximized their resources 
and is able to meet the needs of more students more effectively. 

 
WHAT ARE THE BASICS OF 

TIER 1? 
  Form a comprehensive School-wide Intervention 

Team (SIT). 

  Develop and train the school-wide behavior plan and 
other universal supports. 

  Organize your school-wide behavior data system. 

  Schedule monthly team meetings to analyze behavior 
data and problem solve. 

 

 

 Step 1: Problem Identification 

 Step 2: Analyze the Problem 

 Step 3: Develop an Intervention & Implementation Plan 

 Step 4: Evaluate the Response to the Intervention 

PROBLEM-SOLVING PROCESS AT TIER 1 
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POSSIBLE TIER 1 INTERVENTION 

School-wide Interventions that address 
systemic problems.. 

EXAMPLES: 

 Re-teaching expectations 

 Providing training on conflict 
resolution, behavior/anger 
management, positive behaviors. 

 

Modifications to Components of the SW-

Behavior Plan... 

Examples: 

  Restructuring the discipline procedures 

  New methods for involving and 

communicating with parents and 

community members. 

Interventions that Address Behavioral 

Patterns w/ Certain Locations/Population 

School-wide.. 

Examples: 

  School-wide Reward system  

  Classroom supports for teachers with 

high office discipline referrals. 

Trainings & Procedures to Help Improve the 

Fidelity of School-wide Intervention and 

Support.. 

Examples: 

  Re-train all staff on completing referral 

forms 

  Develop a tracking system to monitor 

the rewards distributed. 
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Tier II: Strategic Interventions 

Students performing below benchmark receive Tier II instruction. Scientific, research-based strategic interventions are provided to 

those students who are not achieving the desired standards through the core curriculum alone. Tier II typically consists of 10-15% of 

the student body. Strategic interventions supplement the instruction in the Tier I core curriculum and should be targeted at 

identified student needs and stated in an intervention plan. Decisions about selecting the appropriate strategic interventions should 

be made when a student enters Tier II and then reviewed through progress monitoring at appropriate intervals after interventions 

are implemented. 

ASSESSMENT 

At Tier II, progress monitoring involves reviewing existing data of the student’s performance and progress. Data will also be used to 

determine whether targeted remedial efforts are producing the desired improvements in rate of learning. 

 Progress monitoring and graphing of the data is conducted more frequently than at Tier I, occurs at least two times per 

month; 

  Data gathered through progress monitoring is used by teams to make instructional decisions; 

  Instructional decisions are made based on a minimum of three consecutive periods of data collection, collected over a 

minimum of six weeks; 

 The problem-solving team will meet when the data shows that the interventions are not effective. 

INSTRUCTIONAL FOCUS 

In Tier II the time and intensity of instruction increases. Strategic interventions are intended to be short-term in duration (e.g., 9 

week blocks) and are in place for immediate implementation. 

  In addition to instruction in the core curriculum, interventions are generally provided in small groups of three to six students 

and may occur in the main classroom or in other settings; 

  It is recommended that interventions at Tier II consist of daily sessions at 30 minutes per session; 
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 Instruction must be provided by highly qualified teachers; 

  Interventions must be delivered with fidelity; 

  Intervention fidelity will be monitored and discussed with the leadership team; (documentation will include, what did you 

do, how did the student respond, how long was the intervention, was the intervention implemented as intended) 

  Instruction involves addition of time and supplemental material obtained from the scientifically research-based core or 

alternative curriculum; 

  For students who are successful at Tier II, interventions may be discontinued. 

 However, for a small percentage of students, Tier II interventions will not be enough, and some students may benefit from 

more than one Tier II intervention cycle. If a student is not demonstrating progress toward the benchmark after it is 

determined that Tier II strategic interventions have been implemented with fidelity, the student will require intensive 

interventions at Tier III. 

 

WHAT IS TIER 2? 
Tier 2 Supplemental Supports are designed to 
provide additional or targeted interventions to 
support students who have access to Tier 1 Universal 
Supports and are not responding positively to them. 
Approximately 15-20% of your student body may 
need Tier 2 supports. However, schools with strong 
Tier 1 supports will have a reduced need for Tier 2 
supports. Supplemental Support is designed for use 
in schools where there are more students needing 
behavior support than can be supported via intensive 
and individual Tier 3 support, and for students who 
are at risk of chronic problem behavior. 

TIER 2 SUPPORT SYSTEMS 
 A Tier 2 team should include: 
o Teacher or person implementing 
o Person responsible for coordinating Tier 2 
intervention. 
o School-wide behavior team member and parent(s). 
o Person with knowledge of school resources (e.g., 
administrator). 
The Tier 2 process should be a 
collaborative process that involves 
participation and communication of 
progress between the team members, administration, 
faculty, and family. 

 

 Initial Tier II Meeting 
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Parent receives invitation to participate in the initial Tier 2 meeting. 

  Teacher brings baseline data on the behavior of concern. The recommended form of data collection is the Behavior 

Progress Report (BPR). 

  Team brings information used in the Student Identification process (e.g., Referral for RtI Behavioral Supports, 

discipline data, screening data attendance, academics, etc.). 

  Team completes the ERASE form in the meeting to determine why the behavior occurs and to develop appropriate 

interventions and evaluation procedures. 

THE ERASE PROCESS 

 

E = Explain (the behavior of concern) 

R = Reason (why the behavior occurs) 

A = Appropriate (desired behavior) 

S = Support (interventions) 

E = Evaluate (progress monitoring) 

 
EXPLAIN 

 Reason for the referral- Describe the problem behavior in objective and measurable terms. 

REASON 

 General Antecedents - Describe the conditions under which the behavior is most and least likely to occur (i.e., “triggers”). 

  
APPROPRIATE  

 General Consequences - Describe the consequences the student receives when the behavior happens. 
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 Function of the Behavior - Generate a hypothesis that describes WHY the behavior occurs (e.g., gain attention, avoid an 

assignment, gain an item or preferred activity, to be left alone, etc.). 

 

  Identify the desired behavior- What behavior/skill should the student do instead? What do others do for the same function? 

 

 Examples: Communication, problem-solving, conflict resolution, social skill, etc. 

 

 

SUPPORT 

 

 What are some strategies that will make the replacement behavior more likely? Refer to the Tier 2 Intervention Toolbox (RtI 

Behavior Manual) for examples and resources. 
 Who is responsible for implementing? 

 When and where will it occur? - Frequency (e.g., Daily, 1 x week, 2 x day, each morning) & Setting (e.g., classroom, 

counseling office) 

  How will the intervention be documented? 

 Examples: Intervention logs, check-in/check-out sheets, behavior contracts, etc. 

 

EVALUATE 

 Determine if Tier 2 data will be collected on the recommended BPR form. If yes, the team would complete a BPR template 

during the meeting to establish the behaviors to measure, times of day, and teachers responsible. On-going Progress 

Monitoring Data (OPM) – How will behavior change be measured? 

 Enter the current baseline data average (Scott earned an average of 45% of possible points each day on the BPR). 

 Then, establish a behavioral goal to improve the behavior (Scott will earn at least 80% of possible points each day for 5 

consecutive days) 

 Progress monitoring data should be collected on a daily basis (e.g., % of points earned each day) and examined on at least a 

biweekly basis. 

 The percentage of points earned should be graphed across days to allow for timely and accurate decision making. 

 At least 10 days of data must be collected before considering modifications or changes to the student’s type of support. 
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TYPES OF SUPPORT EXAMPLES: 
COLLABORATIVE STRATEGIES Check-In/Check-Out 

 Peer Tutoring 
Behavioral Contracts 

SMALL GROUP STRATEGIES Social Skills 
 Problem-Solving, Conflict Resolution 
 Bully Prevention (Victims/Aggressor) 

SIMPLE BEHAVIOR STRATEGIES Reflection Centers 
Visual Supports 
Self-Monitoring 

 

Tier III: Intensive Interventions 

Students who are performing significantly below benchmark receive Tier III instruction. Scientific, research-based intensive interventions at Tier 

III are designed to accelerate a student’s rate of learning by increasing the frequency and duration of interventions based on targeted 

assessments that document the lack of responsiveness to previous research based instruction. 

ASSESSMENT: 

  Progress monitoring at Tier III is completed and graphed on a weekly basis; 

  Prior to selecting intensive interventions, an error analysis will be conducted or a diagnostic assessment given. The results from these 

assessments will provide in-depth information about a student’s instructional needs and will be used to identify the student’s skill 

deficits; 

  Students who are successful at Tier III may be returned to Tier II supports. 

TIER 2 INTERVENTIONS 
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INSTRUCTIONAL FOCUS: 

  Tier III generally serves fewer than 5% of the student body. 

  It is recommended that interventions at Tier III consist of daily sessions to total 60 minutes; 

  Intensive interventions are delivered by highly qualified teachers individually or in small groups and may occur over an extended period 

of time. 

  An example of an intervention plan at Tier III may include two 30-minute sessions daily, in addition to the instruction occurring in the 

student’s core curriculum: 

  Interventions must be scientifically research-based; 

  Interventions must be delivered with fidelity; 

  Intervention fidelity must be monitored and documented; 

  For individual students with intensive learning needs, individualized interventions are designed directly from the individual diagnostic 

information collected. 

WHAT IS TIER 3? 
Tier 3 should meet the behavioral needs of approximately 3 to 5% of 
students with the most intense and/or persistent problems. Tier 3 
supports involve a process of functional behavioral assessment 
(FBA) that investigates why a behavior is occurring in more detail 
and development of a positive behavior implementation plan (PBIP) 
that includes more intensive research-based interventions, closer and 
more detailed progress monitoring, and more staff time and resources 
dedicated to problem solving for individual students. 
 

 
 

TIER 3 SUPPORT SYSTEMS 
 An RtI Tier 3 should be a collaborative, multi-disciplinary, team 
approach with shared responsibility. 
 

  People who have direct knowledge of the child’s behavior 

 People charged with implementing the plan 

  Parent/Family 

 School Psychologist 

  Person with experience in FBA and PBIP 

 

 

 

 

PROGRESS MONITORING 
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When a functional behavior assessment (FBA) and a behavior intervention plan (BIP) has been conducted and is implemented, 

progress monitoring occurs to determine if there are reductions in the inappropriate behavior and increases in the appropriate 

behavior(s). Tier 3 progress monitoring must be objective data that is completed daily. 

 

Data Summary and Analysis 

 
Once the PBIP is implemented, behavioral data collection should be on-going and continuous. However, for the data to be useful, the 

information gathered must be summarized and easily readable. 

  It is recommended to make time to summarize the data at least weekly. 

  Graph the data and evaluate the data for trends by focusing on systematic and consistent increases or decreases. Trends are 

defined as 3 or more data points in the same direction. 

  At least 10 days of data must be collected before considering modifications or changes to the student’s type of support. 

  The PBIP must be reviewed and formally documented on the Positive Behavior Intervention Plan Progress Note at the mid 

9-week and end of 9-week mark of each academic quarter to ensure that the strategies that are in place are appropriate and that 

the student is making progress. However, data can be reviewed or the team can meet at any time to determine the student’s 

progress. 

 

 

IF THEN 

If a student receiving Tier 3 supports is showing 

improvement (decreasing problem behavior, increasing 

replacement behavior), 

Continue the interventions until goals are met. 

OR Modify the plan for even stronger effects. 

If a student receiving Tier 3 supports is consistently 

reaching their goals, 

Maintain supports for a longer period of time. 

OR Scale back on parts of the PBIP to determine if the effects 

can be maintained with less support. 

OR Move back to Tier 1 and 2 supports only. 

If a student in Tier 3 supports is not showing 

improvement or reaching their goals, 

Determine if the interventions are being implemented with 

fidelity 

If a student receiving Tier 3 supports is not showing 

improvement 

or reaching their goals and had access to interventions 

with fidelity, 

Review the FBA to determine if the hypothesis is valid; OR 

 Review interventions to determine if they are appropriate and 

match the FBA hypothesis;  

 OR Modify (add, remove, revise) interventions. 

 


